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Preface to the Second Edition 


The first edition of this book was published in 2000 in a very limited 
edition and at that time it was my intention to re-issue the book shortly 
thereafter as a paperback. These plans were delayed by the simple fact 
that I was so drained by the research and the subject material that it 
was impossible to pick it up again for a long time. 

With the encouragement of Dr. James DeMeo of Natural Energy 
Works, this edition fulfills the original plan for an accessible edition. 
While a number of new books published over the last fifteen years 
have touched on this subject matter, nothing has been published that 
contradicts the essential theme of this book: most of Wilhelm Reich’s 
troubles with the US government at the end of his life were instigated 
by Communists who viewed his work as a serious threat to their efforts 
to promulgate a Stalinist ideology and to influence world events. 

While no contradictory information has been published since the 
first edition of this book, much confirming evidence has been 
established. Some of this information has been included in this edition, 
including the telling “Document 20” in which Comintern agents in 
Russia compiled a list of German exiles to be arrested or “liquidated” 
as enemies of Stalinism. Wilhelm Reich’s name is included in this 
1936 hit-list in connection with a German associate who was arrested 
and spent five years in the gulags, primarily for his connection to Reich. 

Some writers continue to argue that Wilhelm Reich was a victim of 
“McCarthyism” or the alleged “right-wing, conservative” tenor of 
America in the 1950s. It is true that a few lone conservative individuals 
took issue with the content of Reich’s writing, but nothing came of 
these efforts and they had no connection to each other. Meanwhile, the 
leftists who sprang to Stalin’s defense had strong connections to each 
other through the international Communist web and fit perfectly into 
Reich’s description of a “Red Thread of Conspiracy.” 
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Introduction 


I. Topic Of Book 

In the absence of any scientific refutation of Wilhelm Reich’s experi¬ 
mental work, I continue to be outraged at the miscarriage of justice that 
was perpetrated on him. He died in a federal prison in Pennsylvania in 
1957, and his passing was hardly noted at the time. I have never been 
satisfied with the standard-issue explanations for the chain of events 
that led to his death, and I continue to find valuable insight in his 
published books. How did this happen? The government certainly went 
to a great deal of trouble, and considerable expense, to neutralize a 
“madman.” 

There is a short story of Wilhelm Reich’s life that is as well-known 
as it false: the great disciple of Sigmund Freud went crazy, discovered 
life in a test tube, biological energy radiating in a dark room, and the 
orgone “box” that supercharged the orgasm. This book is the product 
of my research into the controversial work of Wilhelm Reich. In order 
to understand Reich’s “American period,” I had to investigate his life 
before he emigrated from a hostile Europe to New York in the US. I 
began by reading The Mass Psychology of Fascism, a book that 
enlightened me about “political psychology.” That’s a term that Reich 
may have coined to describe his observations of the powerful appeal the 
Nazis commanded among the working people of Germany, and how 
this appeal could be used to subvert the people’s own interests. Reich’s 
writing spoke to me, and there are still quite a few people around the 
world who feel that way too. 

I was shocked to learn that Reich went on to develop what appeared 
to me at that time as fantasies about energetic auras, rain-making tubes, 
and ideas of persecution at the hands of a Red Fascist conspiracy by the 
Communist Party. Yet, as I read Reich’s later works, he described his 
experiments so simply that I was able to confirm the results of some of 
the basics for myself. I remain impressed with the accuracy of Reich’s 
observations. At that point, I resolved to give Reich the benefit of the 
doubt about his descriptions and accounts of a political conspiracy 
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against his work. I collected documentation from public sources that 
confirmed elements of the defense he tried to present in court. 

In my research, I asked myself: What was the evidence for a 
Communist conspiracy against Wilhelm Reich? 

I had no idea where all this would lead me, and I was perfectly 
prepared to discover that Reich was fantasizing about his scientific 
research as well as his immediate everyday life, if such were the case. 
I started picking up the loose ends from the fabric of Reich’s story and 
pulled on the “red thread” that Reich so often mentioned as a metaphor 
for the continuity of his body of work. 

I have been interested in history since I was a teen, and I love the way 
we can have wide-ranging historical discussions in America, on a 
populist level, under the guise of “conspiracy theory.” Above all, I am 
committed to responsible freedom of expression, and what Reich called 
“the right to be wrong.” 

In Reich’s case there is an opportunity to examine the records of both 
sides in the Cold War, since the fall of the Soviet Union has resulted in 
the release of numerous state secrets. If the Communists covertly 
harassed Reich, then the evidence should be publicly available now. 
This book is my attempt to sort through the evidence and present it in 
an obj ective way, while maintaining my contact with the tragic problem 
of secrecy and conspiracy as a social disease. 

This book, then, is not a conspiracy theory, but a documentation of 
conspiracy as a social force. The elements of a conspiracy are simple 
and omnipresent. Literally a breathing together, conspiracy is a well- 
defined criminal act involving two or more conspirators make a secret 
agreement to conduct an illegal act, or a legal act in an unlawful manner. 
Conspiracy is the rule, not the exception. 

Most “conspiracy theory” books miss the point, I believe, when they 
try to identify one ruling group of conspirators responsible for all 
malfeasance and social control. The evidence everywhere suggests that 
far more insidious to the social welfare may be concurrent, overlapping, 
interpenetrated, and cross-conflicted groups with no discernible goal 
other than secret power. 

Reich himself had two working hypotheses about conspiracy. One 
was the idea of an emotional conspiracy that worked without secret 
agreements and depended upon the mass sexual suppression world¬ 
wide. The other conspiracy identified by Reich, an actual conspiracy of 
American agents of the USSR, who were dedicated to global political 
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control and subversion. Both of these viewpoints are valuable. The 
more concrete description of the conspiracy was impossible to verify or 
disprove until recently, when the Soviet Union collapsed and for a time, 
even opened the archives of the most lethal and feared police state 
apparatus, the KGB. 

What has emerged, like a stale miasma from the Pharaoh’s tomb, has 
shocked and outraged the Western public. It will take years to digest the 
new revelations, especially when it involves collating the information 
with documents from the CIA and NS A, which have been slow in 
coming. 

II. Scope Of Research 

This book encompasses new revelations about Cold War espionage, 
traces of Reich’s influence on the people in positions of social power, 
and Reich’s 1954-1955 expedition to Tucson, alongside contemporary 
developments in America and Europe. 

While I wrote Wilhelm Reich and the Cold War for the general 
reader, this isn’t an introductory essay about Reich. I consider this an 
addition to Reich’s biography, with attention to the role of some of his 
lesser-known colleagues and nemeses who shaped Cold War history. 
To those readers who are unfamiliar with Reich’s books, this investi¬ 
gation might explain how and why the suppression of his work 
occurred. 

The standard biography of Wilhelm Reich, Fury on Earth by Myron 
Sharaf, is a moving book, but it left a gap in the historical record. Not 
only was the essential story of Reich tragic in and of itself, but I was 
touched by Myron Sharaf s unsuccessful struggle to come to terms with 
the memory of his time with Reich. The biography was accurate, in the 
main, but Sharaf did very little research into the validity of Reich’s 
claim that his work was being destroyed by a conspiracy of Commu¬ 
nists, and maintained a disturbing ambiguity about science itself 
throughout the book. 

Another significant area mishandled by Sharaf is Reich’s expedition 
to Tucson, Arizona, in 1954 and 1955, a fascinating interlude between 
the federal injunction against interstate commerce of orgone accumu¬ 
lators and the contempt trial in 1956. In his last book to be published in 
his lifetime, Contact With Space, Reich described his efforts to break 
a stubborn drought in the desert. Reich’s critics point to this book, with 
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its steadfast descriptions of UFO sightings, atom blasts, high Geiger- 
counter readings, and weather modification, and roll their eyes. 

Until now, however, nobody has ever attempted to confirm the basic 
details of Reich’s account. For example, I was the first person to ever 
request Mildred Edie Brady’s FBI files through the Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation Act (FOIA) even though Wilhelm Reich’s FBI file is one of the 
most frequently requested files held at the agency. 

I’ve spoken with Reich’s daughter, Eva, on numerous occasions, 
and I came to value her as a friend. She was present throughout many 
of the events described in Contact With Space, and she confirms what 
she saw. Eva gave me a better understanding of the human scale of the 
injustice done to Wilhelm Reich, and I admire Eva for seeing things 
through as best she could. She has never shied away from expressing 
her criticisms of her father and his work, and she has likewise never 
recanted her testimony on his behalf. My work has been guided by her 
spirit of independent-minded inquiry, and her passionate demand for 
justice, openness, and accountability. I seek an official recognition of 
the facts regarding the case Wilhelm Reich versus the USA, and so did 
Eva Reich. 

To my way of thinking, and I’m not a mental health professional, if 
Reich was fantasizing to the degree that he hallucinated objects in the 
sky, and imaginary contacts with Air Force intelligence, then similarly 
the more mundane details of the book ought to be fantastic and 
delusional. It should be easy to confirm. I began with an investigation 
of these details in Reich’s account in Contact With Space. For example, 
Reich mentions almost in passing, that the director of the Tucson 
Savings and Loan, Lewis Douglas, was a highly-placed associate of 
President Eisenhower. Who was this Douglas? Did he, in fact, corre¬ 
spond with Reich? Did he, as Reich suggests, assist Reich’s operation 
through his ha nk ? An intriguing story revealed itself over time, as I 
peeled back the onionskin layers in long-forgotten public archives. 

III. Attitude Of The Archivists 

“One day the motives and legalistic maneuvers of the technical 
winner of today, the drug and cosmetic Hig [hoodlums in govern¬ 
ment], will emergefrom archives and see the clean light ofday. ” 

- From Wilhelm Reich’s letter to Judge Sweeney, 

May 25, 1956, at his sentencing hearing. 
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I shared some of the material I had found with a number of fellow 
researchers, and they often encouraged me with new leads and traces of 
buried evidence. We shared an open, critical and still positive attitude 
toward Reich’s research. In particular, I credit Peter Nasselstein with 
supplying me with important sources in German and allowing me to 
include information—heretofore unknown here in the US—in this 
book. By all rights, he and my other friends should have been credited 
with coauthoring this book but I bear the responsibility of choosing 
which sources are included, and possibly mangling them as well. I also 
relied heavily on David Huisken, Kenn Thomas, and John Wilder, who 
were available whenever I needed a sounding board and provided many 
details presented here. All four of these men have provided text for this 
book. 

We suspected all superficial statements about Reich, and gave him 
credit for his honesty and integrity, at least to the extent that we sought 
either confirmation or rebuttal of his assertions. I had no premonition 
as to where these facts might lead, and I never imagined stumbling 
across so many webs of intrigue. At times, it’s felt like sorting shards 
of pottery at an archaeological dig, at others, a foray into an unfamiliar 
terrain among speakers of a foreign tongue. 

I can’t say I have answered each and every remaining question about 
Reich’s work and research, but I hope I’ve set the story in its historical 
context. I’ve learned a great deal from the mistakes of this rogues’ 
gallery, and I sure hope I don’t end up like this when today’s secrets are 
revealed a century from now. As Ben Fra nk lin put it: if you don’t want 
to read it in the newspaper tomorrow, don’t do it today. There really are 
no secrets. 
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